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when it no longer works. Undoubtedly the masses can for some
time be led even against their own instincts But then the day
may come, and with inexplicable suddenness, when the
instincts will reassert themselves, in the reverse of the direction
desired. There is also a process of overreaching in propaganda,
a working of the soil to death, that leads to complete apathy.
In both cases the masses begin to evolve slogans of their own.
In this way the Socialist class-aim of the proletarian revolution,
which had been conjured out of the minds of the masses by the
racial myth and the whole philosophy of National Socialism,
is brought back again as an indirect result of the increasing
shrillness of slogans.
Thus the methods of propaganda and mass-suggestion come
one day to the end of their effectiveness The separate atoms of
the nation continually fall back out of the mass into thinking
independently for themselves. Suggestive slogans do not work
for ever; they do not work when a man is alone, or when he is
with his family or friends. Propaganda does not exercise
continuous influence; it only delivers intermittent thrusts.
Between these thrusts there come into play forces of another
kind. The hypnosis does not last; at all events, the commands
issued during hypnosis do not permanently retain their force.
In the periods of consciousness a resistance grows against which
the suggestive slogans ultimately prove impotent. Thus mass
propaganda, working with the means of intoxication and
suggestion on the mass mind, is an extremely dangerous
instrument, very likely one day to turn against those who have
used it.
The masses are at all times the fundamental element in the
determination of the situation of a country, whether that of
latent revolution or that of stable equilibrium. Action is taken
exclusively by the ruling clique, but the masses give, if not the
revolutionary impulse, at all events the indispensable guarantee
of the permanent effect of the action.